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HOLY SPIRIT, THE BEST INFLUENCE

ur Father in Heaven, wethank You for

Your message which is Spirit and Life.
Sin isunrighteous and not pleasing to You.
The sins committed knowingly or
unknowingly, Father, forgive them all in
Jesus Christ’s Name. Amen.

TheBible saysthat achristian’slifecomesfrom
Christ Himself. Who is Jesus Christ? “ God is
Spirit, and his worshippers must worship in
Spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). This means
that our Lord Jesus Christ is Spirit, and He is
awaysinour midst inthe person of Holy Ghot,
always beside every born-again christian.
Without the Spirit of God, you cannot be born-
again or be Christ-filled. We that are born of
the Spirit are born again. Are you born again?
If you are, you will do everything through the
Holy Spirit. Who isthe Holy Spirit? The Holy
SpiritisGod. Heislike God the Father in every
way. He guidesinto al truth. He is our helper
from above, helping believersto worship God.
Heisthe only means of growth in our christian
life.

Peoplewill accuseyouwrongly and grieveyour
spirit thereby. Unlessyou are helped by theHoly
Ghost, you will stumbleand fall off thetrack of
Salvation, because your enemies’ designisto
fall you flat. Remember what happened to our
Lord Jesus Christ Himself when He asked His
Father toallow “Thecupto passHimby.” This
was a moment of great temptation when He
needed someoneto strengthen Him to facethe
task ahead. Just then, the Spirit of Jehovah came
upon Him and spoke to His heart, reminding
him that “ The cup” was part of the Will of God
which must be fulfilled. Immediately, He was

strengthened and said, “ Yet, not as | will, but
as You [The Father] will” (Matthew 26:39).
In moments of crises, confusion and hard
choices, the Holy Ghost intervenes and gives
the believer a clear sense of direction and
purpose.

Not mine- Not minethe choice

In things of great or small

Bethou my guide, strength, wisdom and my all.
The same Holy Spirit that strengthened Jesus
Christintrying times also livesin every born-

again today.

If you are not born of the Spirit, your life will
be characterised by complaints. If you clamyou
are born of the Spirit, what are your
identification marks? The marks are obvious:
Your workswill beeternal - living through many
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have you to show to Jesus Christ as your
imperishable works? These cannot be your
chains of cars, houses, degree certificates;
retinue of wives/husbands, children, many
business outfits, fat accounts in both local and
foreign banks etc. What then are your
imperishable identification marks? You have
reduced the gift of God to a matter of human
wisdom and knowledge, power and might -
worse still, you reduce the kingdom businessto
a mere academic exercise, acquiring many
certificates asif matters of the Spirit are things
that can be studied in schools - Lord, help us
towitnessin both Word and Life.

Being achild of God isagift of God. Even so,
you must keep al of God'scommandments, and
nothing short of thisis required. If you

fail one, you fail all. Thereareno  ,¢°*°
short-cuts to spiritual maturity. o
Your forefathers claimed they °
were  christians. What
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wrongly and grieve your . to Jesus Christ, keeping all His
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know the perfect truth and the truth shall set
you free. Are you really free? You believe in
Jesus Christ, but you refuse to emulate His
character. God's Word reflects His Character.
The Bible says that the Christ in you will do
exactly, and even morethan what Hedid during
His earthly ministry. In our prayer to God, we
learn to put on our Lord Jesus Christ as our
righteousness in order that we may have free
accessto Him at al times, because we are the
righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. Heisthe
sameyesterday, today and forever (Heb. 13:8).
If you say that you are born of the Spirit, what
are the things you have achieved which
unbelievershave not? Jesussaid to Hisdisciples,
“I tell you the truth, anyone who hasfaith in
mewill dowhat | have been doing. Hewill do
even greater thingsthan these, because
| am going to the Father” (John
14:12). If you say you arefaithful

imperishable things did they ¢ are helped by the Holy Ghost,® * results of your faithfulness?
leave behind for you apart from ¢ . you will stumble and fall off ¢ * The results of faithfulness
debts, shrines, enemies, inherited % - thetrack of Salvation, ° cannot bethe occasional peace
curses and afflictions? All these .. because your enemies and comfort which you
are the opposites of the legacies °, . designiistofall you , o experlence today. If you are
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you. If thisisso, why doyou dtill follow  “®eeeees®’
your forefathers’ footsteps? Like your
forefathers, there is nothing good in your
achievementsthat you can be remembered for.
Thetruthisthat you are still following the same
paths of your forefathers. When you examine
or assess your christian life under the
identification qualities of the Holy Spirit, you
will realise that your claims about your being
born again arefalse.

The Holy Spirit is eternal, omniscient,
omnipresent and omnipotent. Which of these
qualities do you possess? If truly you are born
of the Spirit, the Spiritinside you will lead you
into accurate knowledge of the truth about your
fellow brothers, and you will not accuse others

filled. When you are Christ-filled, the
Bible saysthat God'sRiversof blessing, victory,
deliverance and healing must flow out of you
for the needs of others. By God'sRiversof Life,
we mean the Holy Ghost Himself: “ Jesus said
in aloud voice... “Whoever believesin me, as
the scripture hassaid, streamsof living water
will flow from within him’ ” (John 7:37-38).
If really you believein Jesus Christ, thisLiving
Water will flow out of your innermost being to
meet the needs of others.

Your own power can fail, but the power of the
Holy Spirit will remain.You cannot withstand
satanic challenges on your own, and that iswhy
challengesforce you out of your post. Youwere
once an engineer, but you abandoned the



profession when you wer
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challenged by mere natural circumstances and
took to other professions; you were challenged
in your husband’'s house and you abandoned
your home; you were challenged in your church
which you soon abandoned; you continued to
run from pillar to post until you becametotally
hopeless. At last, you started to point fingers at
Imaginary enemies, neighbours and relations
instead of blaming your inability to stand
challenges. The Bible says that we will be
challenged, but God promised to see usthrough.
Whenever you encounter challenges, do not
abandon your post, keep on growing, knowing
that God's love does not keep us away from
experiencing challenges, but se% us through

the Spirit who spoke to Jesus Christ to fast in
the wilderness for forty days and forty nights
and also helped Him to overcomethetemptation
from satan.

Inamoment of prayer, the Holy Spirit supplies
the words for prayer, and also prays within us
as He spoke through Jesus Christ to put satan
ontherun. If you do everything as Christ would
have done them, you will get resultsinall your
undertakings. But today, you fast, pray and
observe night vigilswithout results. Rather, you
experience nightmares, afflictions, poverty,
diseases and set backs - al because you are not

Ied by the Spl r|t When you fast and pray without

them.

¢ being led by the Spirit,
are merely

You have now realised the
cause of your failure in al
your undertakings. You fail,
because you rely on your
human power, might, efforts,
knowledge, education and
position, al of which do not
withstand challenges. Thisis
why you are not growing in
your christianlifeasthe Spirit
of God is not in you. As a
child of God that you claim

Those who are being led by the
Holy Spirit are very easily
recognised by their works. In
whatever profession they find
themselves (engineering, law or
medicine), they will do something
new which other colleagues will
marvel at - something completely
new - because the Spirit is not
interested in repeating anything of
commonplace; He wants peopleto
learn from the new thing and be
|mproved in life.

$ you
8 observing historical and
Y conventional events,
Y completely short of
¢ divine purpose.

You should therefore

{ yieldtothe Spiritand be
\ Christ-filled. Whenyou
\ are Christ-filled, you

will not imitate anybody

Y in your actions and
> utterances; you will do

to be, you are supposed to
grow in your christian life,
because the Bible says that the Holy Ghost is
the means of growth in our christian life.
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Sinisunrighteousness. It isnot pleasing to God.
It must be dealt with, and the best time to do
thisisnow, if not sooner. You need to be born
again. TheBible saysthat the Holy Spirit enters
into our hearts when we are converted (Heb.
4:6). When this happens, the Spirit of God will
begin to speak to your heart and take control of
your total being - your actions, utterances and
thoughts. You will then do, see, say and think
theright thingsat all times. Hewill lead youto
pray, sleep, fast and do everything asthe Spirit

everything accordingto
thedirection of theHoly
Spirit. The Spirit will continueto speak to your
heart and you will do new things always, not
imitations. When you do new things, you will
record new results. You are not ableto achieve
new resultstoday, becauseyour attitudes, vision,
wisdom, power and style areall old fashioned,
commonplace and of human origin - a mere
repetition of what othersaround you have been
doing. This is why you are not always happy
when you see someone else doing new things
and achieving new results. Itisthe Spirit of God
that leads one to achieve new results.

Thosewho are being led by the Holy Spirit are



very easily recognised by their works. In
whatever profession they find themselves
(engineering, law or medicine), they will do
something new which other colleagues will
marve at - something completely new - because
the Spirit isnot interested in repeating anything
of commonplace; Hewants peopletolearnfrom
the new thing and beimprovedinlife. The case
of Peter and the cripple at the Beautiful Gate
was a good example of the new thing that is
morethan silver and gold. Though the crippled
man wasthere at the gate even during the earthly
ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ, he was left
unattended (to) so that the Spirit would usehim
(the cripple) to demonstrate the new thing
through Peter. If Peter had done only those old
things his Master, Jesus Christ, had done, there
would have been nothing unique in Peter’s
ministry. You should therefore ask God to do
something new inyour life. Thereisnoway you
can do something new without an independent
mind

Remember that satan hates anyone who can
think for himself. If Peter had consulted other
peopl e about the need to heal the cripple at the
gate, some of the people would have even
discouraged him from the plans. When the Spirit
is leading you, He will endow you with an
independent mind and discretion, and you will
be ableto chart your own courseindependently.

However, many people cannot think for
themselvesor takedecisionson their own. They
are often misled by their earthly mentors, lords,
pastors and others they so much trust, to do
things even against their own wills - they are
led to pray against other churches, men of God
and fellow brothers, because they lack the
independent mind whichisagift of God. Inthis
case, they are made to be like their earthly
mentors and lords.

To be like Jesus Christ is our goal. A true
christian is made in his heart to be like Jesus
Christ (ICor. 2:16). He has no need to copy
any man, becausethe Spirit of Christ that dwells
in him is omnipotent, all-knowing, eternal and
omnipresent. His outward appearance does not
matter, because the Lord looks at man’s heart,
not hisoutward appearance. “ ... TheLord does
not look at thethingsman looksat. Man looks
at the outward appearance, but the Lord
looks at the heart” (1Sam. 16:7). Since we
are made in our hearts to be like Jesus Christ,
you should strive towards the imperishable
accomplishmentswhich will continueto speak
for you.

| leaveyou hereinfaith and | pray that God
gives you the grace to meditate on the
message in Jesus Christ’s Name. Amen.

1. God made Daniel, the dave, aleader.

Note: Beforefilling your prayer request and petitions, read the prayerful words of encouragement below:
WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

2. God looked at David, the shepherd boy, and saw in him a king.

3. Moses was a murderer and God saw in him a deliverer.

4. God looked at the barren woman called Hannah and saw in her the mother of a great Prophet.
5. In hisnineties, Abraham was childless and God saw in him the father of nations.

6. God changed Saul, the persecutor, to Paul, the Apostle.

Please God, look at me a sinner, forgive me my sins, have mercy on my petition and grant my request
beforeyou. If God could turn Moses, the murderer, into a deliverer and also wipe away tears of barren-
ness from Hannah'’s eyes; if God could bless poor Jabez, God can also turn around the situation of my
life today in Jesus Name, Amen. (Mal. 3:6 and Heb. 13:8).

Emmanue!!! [saiah 7:14 M eaning God With Us. Greetings From Thesynagogue.
Published & Printed by: The Synagogue, Ikotun - Egbe, Lagos. All Correspondence to: The Synagogue, Church of All Nations,
P. O. Box 3770, Mushin, Lagos, Nigeria. E-Mail Address:- the_synagogue@hotmail.com; the-synagogue@mailcity.com
http://imww.themaninthesynagogue.org



